Republic of the Philippines

Department of Education
Region VIL Central Visayas ;

DIVISION OF CEBU PROVINCE ¢, @7

Sudlon, Lahug, Cebu City s wa 7L
December 12, 2017
DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No._86F . s 2017

4™ REGION Vil SPELLING CONTEST

To:  Assistant Superintendents
Chiefs, CID and SGOD
Division Supervisors/Coordinators
District Supervisors/OICs
Elementary and Secondary School Heads

1. Attached is Regional Memorandum No. 0970, s. 2017, announcing the conduct of the
“4" Region VIl Spelling Contest” on February 17, 2018 at SM Seaside City, Cebu City.

2. The expected participants are the First Place Winners in the Elementary and
Secondary Spelling Contests during the Division English Festival.

3. Travel and other related expenses shall be chargeable against local school funds,
subjects to the usual accounting and auditing rules and regulations.

4, Immediate dissemination of and compliance with this Memorandum is directed.

N

RHEA M NGTUD, Ed.D., CESQ VI
},«Sch Is ion Superintendent

Telephone Numbers: Website : www.depedeebuprovinee com
Schools Division Superintendent: (032) 255-6405 E-mail Add : depedeebuprovincei@yahoo.com
Asst. Schools Division Supenntendent: (032) 414-7457
Accounting Section: (032) 254-2632
Disbursing Section: (032) 2554401

Admin/Legal: (032) 253-7847



REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS
REFUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPIVES

KAGAWARAN NG EDUKASYON
DEPARTMENT QF EDUCATION
REHIYON VIL GITNANG VISAYAS
REGION VII, CENTRAL VISAYAS
Sudlon, Lahug, Cebu City

REGIONAL MEMORANDUM
o_ _ Qg s 2017

4" REGION VI SPELLING CONTEST

To: Schaols Division Superintendents

I Ths Office, through the Curmiculum and Learming Management Division (CLMD), in partnesship
with the Rotary Club of Cebu will hold the 4™ Region VI Spelling Contest on February 17, 2018 at SM
Seaside Ciry, Cebu City.

2. This competition aims 1.

give the Gr 4-6 & Gr. 7-12 learners equal chance to join in the Spelling Contest,
inspire lcamers to improve and advance the skills associated wath good spelling habits:
expand leamer’s vocabulary and cncourage accurate word usage and pronunciation;
immerse the learncrs into an intellectual competition that provides leaming with fun,
enhance lcamner’'s development of poise and communication under pressure: and
provide an opportunity for leamers to meat students from other schools.

s & 2 & & @

3 The expected participants are the First Place winners from cach Schools Division, aone from
Elementary Level (either Grade 4. 5 or 6) and onc from the Secondary Level (cither Grade 7, 8, 9, 10, 1}
or 12). All must come from the public schoals. The contestants (elementany and high schoo!) are
allawed to bring along their teacher-coach

4 Division English Supcrvisors/Coordinators, Distnct Supervisors and School Principals are
advised 1o conduct spelbing competitions at the school, distnct. and division levels preparatory to the
Regional fevel, takimg into consideration the following suggested scheduies:

o School Level - 1" to 2™ Weck of December 2017

* Distnet Level - 3™ Week of December 2017

o Division Level - January 2018

» Regional Level - Februarv 17,2018

5 For thc guidelines and mechanics of the Spelling Contest and other details. refer to the
enclasures. For further querics, pleasc contact Dr Emuliano B. Elnar, Jr or Syvlvio H Sabino af tetephone
mumber 414-7323.

.

6 Travei and other incidental expenses incurred by the parsticipants shall be charged against School
MOOE / local funds, subject to the usual accounting and auditing rules and regulations.

7 Immediate dissemination of, and compliance with this Memorandum s directed.
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Enclosure No. o Regional Memorandum No.

Guiddines and Mechanics of the Spelling Contest CE, C ! 2]”

Contest Mechanics
Registration

« The spelling competition is open to students who are enrolled in public schools.

« It is the responsibility of the Schools Division thru the division focal person to preregister their
contestants for the Regional level Spelling Contest. He/She shall submit the names of their
Regional gualifiers to the Regional Qffice right after the conduct of the Division Level Speiling
Contest. Deadline of submission of the names of regional qualifiers for registration 1s on
Februarv 1, 2018. Late registration entries will not be accepted on the actual day of the
Regional level competition.

» All contestants (elem. & sec.) have to be in the designated venue on or before 9:00 AM.
Attendance checking of the participants will start at 930 AM. Pre-registered contestants who
will come later than 930 AM will be exciuded from the competition.

Conduct Code
» The participants, school representatives, parents, or spectators are expected to display

politeness, courteousness, patience, respect toward others, honesty and good spottsmanship
during the Final Spelling competition and the awarding ceremony.

Dress Code
» The contestants arc required to wear their school uniform on the Regional level. Sloppy,

immodest, or inappropriate dress will not be tolerated and will result in the disqualification of the
participant from the competition.

Supervision

« It is the teacher-coach/ parent's responsibility to provide adequate supervision for their students
at ali times during the competition and awarding ceremony



Speiling Bee Guidelines
Purpose

» To improve and advance the skills associated with good speliing habits

« To enhance student’s development of poise and communication under pressure

- To expand student's vocabulary and encourage accurate word usage and pronunciation

- To provide an opportunity for students to meet and encourage students from other schools.

Pescription of Event

« The Regional level Spelling contest will be held at SM Seastde City, Cebu on February 17,
2018

« Prior to the Regional level Spelling Contest, each school will conduct their own school level
spelling contest to determine the champion spellers from each grade level (Grades 4-6 in the
elementary and Grades 7-12 in the secondary) then advance to District level to determine only
one (1) district champion emerging fram among the first place winners of Grades 4-6 (elem.
cluster) and one (1) district champion emerging from among the first place winners of Grades 7-
12 (sec. cluster) to compete in the Division level where the 1op three best spellerss of the Division
will be determined.

« Only the Division First Place winners from the elementary and secondary will compete in the
Regional tevel.

The Spelling Contest will be done in two parts and in four different levels.

1. Spell Off - searching for the best individual spellers from the classroom level, school district,
and division level, following the same guidelines and procedures for the Final Spelling Bee.
These Bees will take place simultaneously in various schools/districts/divisions on the suggested
schedules below

s«  School Level - 1" 10 2™ Week of December 2017
o Dustrict Level - 3 Week of December 2017
s [hvision Level - January 2018

2. Final level - searching for the best individual spelier in the Regional level which will be
conducted on February 17, 2018 at SM Seaside City, Cebu.

Eligibility of Contestants

« This competition is designed for public schoot students in Grades 4-6 for the Elementary and
Grades 7-12 for the Secondary level.

- Each Division is allowed to endorse two (2) student qualifiers: one (1) Division winner from
the Flementary (either Grade 4, 5 or 6) and one (1) Division winner from the Secondary level
(either Grade 7. 8, 9,10, 11 or 12)



Awards .

« All students will receive a framed Certificate of Participation.
« The top three best spellers from the Elementary and Secondary levels will receive cash prizes.

Note for the Schaal principals: Afler the competition, they are advised to display the
certificates of participation & recognition of the participating students/winners on the walls of
their classroom/ school bulletin boards to inspire and encourage other students to enhance their
spelling skills and participate in the next spelling contests.

Word list and the Official Dictionary:

Local Spelling Contest officials are responsible for selecting the word lists for use at each level.
All words in Spelling Bee word lists must be taken from entries in the Merriam Heriiage
Dictionary , 4th Edifion, the official dictionary of the Spelling Bee This dictionary will serve as
the final authority for word spelling and pronunciation.

o If a word has two or more accepted spellings, the spelling listed first will be accepted as
correct.

o Some words on the list may not appear directly in the dictionary (plurals, possessives, etc.).
Accepted rules for these words will apply,

o Words shall be pronounced according to the diacritical markings in the dictionary. from which
the Bee Mastet/ Pronouncer shall select the definition/s that he/she will give as one of the options
for the vocabulary questions.

Spelling Bee Procedure

There are three (3) phases/ stages of the Regional Speiling Contest, the Easy or Elimination
phase, the Difficult phase, and the Final phase.

{. Easy/ Elimination Phase

| Participants will be provided with permanent markers and writing sheets during this phase.
The monitor will collect the writing sheets after the Judges check the spelling of every
contestant.

2 There will be six {6) words to be given for this elimination round by the Bee Master/
Pronouncer. This is to give all the contestants fair chance and opportunity to spell the same
words and a way of determining who will be able to continue to the next round.

3 The Bee Master/ Pronouncer will prenounce each word twice and give an aid to werd
identification. Countdown will start afler the word has been proncunced the second time by the
Bee Master/ Pronouncer.

4 Contestants will be given a maximurn of 15 seconds 1o simultaneously write the word on the
writing sheet provided.



5. Should a panticipant wish to change the spelling that he/she has written down, the first one
should be crossed out with one horizontal line and the new & final spelling, be writicn clearly
above the crossed out word. A participant is allowed to change his/her answer within the time
allotted for a particular word

6. Contestants are required to raise their writing sheet after 15 seconds is over and to put it down
only after the Judges have checked their spetling

7. Those who spelled five (S) or six (6) words carrectly will continue in the Bee, while those
who correctly spelled only four (4) words & below will be eliminated from the Bec

II. Difficult Phase:

1. Each speller remaining in the spetling bee for the Difficult Phasc will not be allowed to wnie
the word upon spelling it but he/she has to spell it arally this time and he/she has to give the
corvect or appropriate meaning (choices A & B will be provided) of the given word. This
phase ar stage will be run through certain number of rounds depending on how good or weak the
contestants spell and give the meaning of the words. A round means one complete cycle after alt
the 13 contestants have been given the chance to spell and give the meaning of a word. Every
round, the contestant picks up his own word to be spelled and unlocked from among the rolled
papers provided and give it to the Bee Master/ Pronouncer.

2 The Bee master/ Pronouncer will proneunce the word once, and as per student’s request use
it in a sentence or identify the part of Speech (only | form of clanification).

3. The participant, in 3@ second- time, will then proneunce the word, spell the word, choose
its appropriate meaning from the given options and pronounce the word again.

4 The Judge will have the responsibility for stopping the student if he/she fails te proagunce
the word or if the student pronounces the word incorrectly and will ask him/her to

pronounce it well.

5. If the student still begins to spell without pronouncing the word, he/she will be
disqualified from the contest

6.1 pronounce the word before spetling. This is to ensure that the student has heard the correct
word,

6.2 Joak at the Bee Master/Pronouncer when spelling the word because seeing the spelier's lip
movements, may be critical in detecting misspellings.

6.3 spell the word orally. Panticipants will not be allowed to write the word before spelling 1.
(The spelier should enunciate well the letter names of the alphabet with sufficient volume as he
spells every word, distinguishing one from the other such as A from E, B from V. G from J; and



C from Z The Judges' decision is final in determining the correctness of the spelling, which may
be misunderstood if not spoken clearly.

6.4 choose the appropriate meaning of the word from the choices given. (The speller may
answer the vocabulary question by either giving the letter of the correct answer, the correct
answer, or both the letter and correct answer.) For example If the speller is offered the
question, "What is porridge made from? Choices. A. Fur, B grain. The speller is correct if he
answers, "B", or "grain” or "B- grain” {t's wrong if he says "B-Fur"

6.5 pronousnce the word again afier the word is spelled and unlocked.

Take note:

# The participant may ask for any re-pronunciation, sentence to be repeated or any question for
word clarification within the 30- minute time period, but enly one time per word and
provided no extra time is given.

- If a participant takes undue advantage of this rule, he/she will be advised by the Bee Master

7. Timing

« After the Bee Master/ Pronouncer has pronounced the word, he shall remind the spetler to ask
for word clarification. Right after the participant asks for word clarification and addressed by the
Bee Master, the speller is expected to pronounce the word at once and the 30 second-ime
allotment stars, that includes the pronunciation of the word, spelling of the word, answering of
the vocabulary question and pronunciation of the word for the second time after spelling it.

« In another case, afier the Bee Master/ Pronouncer had reminded the participant to ask for word
clarification but he/she remains speechiess for five (5) seconds, the former informs the spetler
that the timer will start timing for the 30-second time allotment for the participant to supposedly
pronounce the word, spell the word, answer the vocabulary question and pronounce the word
again. Once he starts pronouncing and spelling the word but does not finish spelling at the end of
the 30-second period, he/she shall be declared out from the contest by the Judge.

« A participant will be disqualified if he/she does not follow the above listed timing rules

8. Retracing

« Having started to spell a word, a student may stop and start over, retracing the spelling from the
beginning. However, in the retracing, there can be no change of letters and their sequence
from thase first pronounced.

« If any letter and/or their sequence are changed in the respetling, the speller will be disqualified
as determined by the Judge.

9. Speller Elimination

« A contestant has to sausfy two things: spell the word correctly and answer the vocabulary
question correctly in order for him/her to continue in the contest. When a contestant misspells a
word or answers incorrectly vocabulary question, he/she immediately drops out of the contest
and will be asked to report 1o the roundkeeper (anly sfter the round). Then next word is given
to the next participant

« If in case, all spellers in 2 certain round misspell or answer vocabulary questions incorrectly,
meaning none of the spellers spells a word correctly nor answers a vocabulary question correctly
during that round, all remain in the competition and a new spelling round begins with the next set



of words to be given. until three (3) spellers are left. From among the rematning three
contestants, the one 1o be eliminated first will be the 3rd place and the remaining two (2)
contestants will compete in the Final phase

II1. Final Round:
1 When the participants are reduced to two, the elimination procedure changes.

2. Al this point, when one participant misspells a word or answers incorrectly a vocabulary
question, the other contestant shall be given an opportunity to spell that same word.

3 If the second contestant spells that word correctly, he'll be given another word to spell and to
answer a vocabulary question. If he/she successfully spells it and answers the vocabulary
guestion correctly, then he shall be declared the champion of the Bee.

4 If one of the last two participants misses and then the other, after correcting the error,
misspells the new word given to him/her or incorrectly answer the vocabulary question, the
misspelied word shail be referred to the first speller. If the first speller correctly spells the word
but answers incorrectly the vocabulary question, the second speller will be given a chance to0
spell a new word and answer a vocabulary question.

S. If the second speller then succeeds in correcting the erfor and correctly spells the next word on
the Bee Master's list and correctly answers the vocabulary question, then he/she shall be declared
the champion.

6. If both spelters misspell the same word, both shall continue in the contest, and the one who
first misspelied the word shall be given a new word to spell and to unlock. The pattern wiil
continue until one of the contestants is declared the champion.

During the Contest proper, Caution is firmly imposed on everyone to abide, such as.

« No tatking will be allowed among contestants or between contestants and members of the
audience

« 1f a contestant receives assistance from anyone in the audience, he/she will be disqualified.

« The audience is also requested to remain seated until a bresk is offered in order to avoid
confusion for the contestants.

On Protests/ Appeals:

» The responsibility or privilege to pose any question. complaints relating to the spelling of 2
word or anything related to the proceedings is given only to the contestants and not (o anyone
else. (A parent or coach or any school official present is prohibited to raise any question or
complaints in behalf for his/her contestant to maintain ocder }



« The question should be referred to the Judge, in an ordesly and quict manner by making a
written appeal and to be hand delivered to the Bee Coordinator or to the Judge The written
appeal must provide the speller's name, the word in question and the reason the speller should be
reinstated When five or fewer spellers remain, an oral appeal must be made before the speller
would have received his’her next word had he/she stayed in the spelling bee.

» The deadline for making a protest/ appeal is before the contestant affected would have
received his next word had he stayed in the comest.

« When only two spellers remain, a protest must be made immediately; this is, before the
second speller has started 1o spell the word given to him/her, or, if both have missed the same
word, before the correct spelling is given to the audience.

« The Judge will oversee the investigation of the pratest/ question for clarification with the
assistance of the other officials The Judpe's decision shall be final.

Appeal protocol:

1. To minimize disruptions to the spelling bec, every effort should be made to deliver an appeal
by the end of the round in which the spelier was eliminated.

2. While the competition is in session, individuals who have filed appeals may not directly
approach the judges unless explicit permission to approach the judges has been given The
judges will contact the speiler if they decide to reinstate the spetier. To minimize disruption 1o
the pace of the spelling bee and the concentration of the spellers, the judges are under no
obligation to stop the speiling bee in order to discuss with the speller

Reinstatement protocol

1. Pronouncer mispronunciation” An appeal claiming that a speller’s climination from the
spelling bee was due to pronunciation error should be denied unless it can be proven that the
pronouncer never offered a correct pronunciation.

2. Alternate pronunciations: An appeal clsiming that the pronouncer did not offer altemate
pronunciations should be denied unless it is determined that the spefler requested alternate
pronunciations and the pronouncer did not accommodate the speller's request for alternate
proaunciations and it appears that the speller's spelling almost matches the correct spelling

3 Spelier's misunderstanding An appeal claiming that the speller's elimination from the speliing
bee was due to the speller's not understanding the word [its pronunciation(s) and/or other
information about the word} should be denied. It is the speller's responsibility to understand the
word.




4. Speller offered correct spelting for a word: An appeal claiming that the speller correctly
spelled the word should be denied unless an audio recording of the bee's proceedings or bee
officials' recollections clearly indicate that the word was indeed spelled correctly.

5 Exception: If the speller's spelling is listed in Webster's 3rd New Intermational Dictionary and
its addenda section, Merriam-Webster, copyright 2002, the speller should be reinstated if all of
the following three critena are met.

(1) The pronunciations of the words are identical

(2) The definitions of the words are identical

{3) The words are clearly identified as being standard variants of each other. Spellings at other
locations having temporal labels (such as archaic, obsolete), stylistic labels (such as substand,
nonstand), or regional labels (such as North, Midland. Irish} which differ from main entrv
spellings not having these status labels will not be accepted as correct.
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